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 Delaware Stroke System Committee Meeting 
EMS and Preparedness Section Offices – Smyrna, Delaware 

October 16, 2018        1:00- 2:00 PM 

Members Present:     Jonathan Raser-Schramm, Amber Brown, Lynn Toth, Megan Williams, Kimberly Holmes, Bruce Dopler, Ross Megargel, Kelly 

Abbrescia, Thinesh Sivapatham, Mary Ciechanowski,   

Alternates/Guests Present:    Rob Mauch, Meagan Witman, Melissa Boney 
Staff Present:  Elaine Abbott, MarySue Jones,  Madline Mendoza 

Topics 

 

Discussion 

Leader 

Information/Action Plan 

 

I. Welcome, Introductions, 

Minutes 

Kimberly 

Holmes 

Elaine Abbott was introduced as the new Stroke System Coordinator. 

A motion was made to approve the minutes; the minutes were approved by the committee.  

II. Subcommittee And 

Agency Reports 

  

A. Data and Quality 

Subcommittee 

Jonathan 

Raser-

Schramm,  

MarySue 

Jones 

 The Data and Quality Subcommittee is continuing to work toward the development of a 

statewide Stroke database.  They have identified some issues that are being addressed but no 

launch date has been established.  The agreement between the AHA vendor IQVIA and the 

Division of Public Health is in the DPH contract office.  Directions on how to proceed will be 

issued. 

 The subcommittee members have completed their second case reviews.   

B. Nominating 

Subcommittee 

Lynn Toth  The subcommittee has received nominees for all three Stroke System Committee open positions 

and are in the process of discussing qualifications.  Volunteers are still needed.  

 The subcommittee’s next task is to identify nominees for the Public Education Subcommittee 

chairperson position. 

C. Public Education 

Subcommittee 

Kimberly 

Holmes 
 The Public Education Subcommittee will hold their first meeting on Thursday, October 18th.  

They expect 30-35 people to attend from across the state.  The meeting will include: discussing 

the purpose and vision of the committee, where and when will they meet, and ideas on where 

the committee should focus their attention.  They will also discuss the chairperson position. 

D. Delaware Stroke 

Program Coalition 

M. 

Ciechanows

ki 

 The next meeting is November 7, 2018.  

 At the last meeting the recent American Heart Association stroke guidelines which have been 

substantially revised were discussed.  They also discussed the prehospital standing orders and 

their recommendations for revisions. 

 MarySue Jones brought everyone’s attention to the Stroke System of Care law, which states 

that the subcommittees fall under the Stroke System of Care Committee, which in turn falls 

under the oversight of the Director of Public Health.  It was agreed that the Coalition fits well 

as one of the Stroke System of Care subcommittees. 

E. Member Agencies Group  Dr. Kelly Abbrescia - BayHealth is excited about opening their new Sussex campus on 

February 5, 2019.  The new campus’ Emergency Department will increase its bed count to 30 
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beds with a 12 bed observation unit.  The overall facility bed count will be 120 for the new 

campus. 

 Megan Williams - Delaware Healthcare Association will be hosting their 22nd Annual 

Healthcare Forum on October 30, 2018. 

III. Unfinished Business Ross 

Megargel 

The EMS standing orders revisions have been approved.  Advanced Life Support will implement 

the revised orders beginning November 5, 2018.  Basic Life Support will implement their orders in 

January 2019. 

IV. New Business All Ms. Abbott was welcomed as the new Stroke System Coordinator 

V. Path Forward/Plan  Next meeting will be Tuesday, January 23, 2019, 1:00-2:30, at the Edgehill Public Health 

Training Center 

VI. Adjournment  The meeting was adjourned at 1:20 pm.  The Data and Quality Subcommittee meeting followed. 

 


